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One of the most attractive features of the
God of the Bible is his ability "to rejoice with
those who rejoice and weep with those who
weep". It is wonderful to know that God
experiences our joys and sorrows in his heart
(in his womb?). To Moses he said, "I have seen
the affliction of my people in Egypt, and have
heard their cry because of their taskmasters, |
know their sufferings" (Ex 3:7). Indeed he is a
compassionate God who rejoices and grieves
for us and with us. For the word 'compassion’
comes from two Latin words 'cum' and 'patire’
which means to 'suffer with'. The Letter to the
Hebrews says that our high priest is able to
sympathize with us and is like us in all things
except sin (4:15). The word 'sympathize' also
means 'to suffer with'. Captivated as he was
by this characteristic of God, no wonder
Meister Eckhart exclaimed that the best name
for God is compassion.

But the message of a suffering God is
foolishness or scandal to the people of the
world. In history there were philosophers and
theologians who denied that God was capable
of suffering. They said that it went against the
transcendence and absoluteness of God. For
God is totally different from and far above the
world and human beings. According to them a
suffering God would be weak and imperfect

LGod rather than an omnipotent and perfect one.

Shepherd'’s
Voice

But as Blaise Pascal famously said, our God
is not the God of philosophers and scholars,
but the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the
God of Jacob. We know God not so much
through speculation as through revelation and
loving relationship.

Thanks be to Jesus the Word made flesh,
his suffering as a human being is also the suffering
of God. For Jesus and the Father are one. In
and through Jesus the merciful God suffered
and died for us conquering death and obtaining
eternal life for us.

The compassionate suffering of God is not
a sign of his weakness or his powerlessness;
on the contrary, it is an expression of his
omnipotence. Because of his unconquerable
love, he voluntarily surrendered himself to
suffering and death. As Cardinal Walter Kasper
says, "A God who was only merciful and not
omnipotent would no longer be God. A God
who was only omnipotent and not merciful
would be a despicable despot. Correlatively,
the Church's prayer affirms that God's power
is displayed 'above all in mercy and in
pardoning"'.

This meditation is fruitful only to the extent
the readers are filled with amazement and
gratitude; to the extent they have learned God's
ways and formed their actions after the pattern

of His. Blessed are you if you act on theJ
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r
inspirations you have received during your

meditation, if you fulfil the resolutions you have
made.

Gratitude to a God who suffers with me and
for me or, in the words of St. Paul, "who loved
me and gave himself for me" should not be
limited to mere words. Authentic gratitude to
God is expressed through a life of mercy and
obedience. What Jesus asks of us is, "Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful" (Lk
6:36). When he told his disciples, "Freely you
have received, freely give" (Mt 10:8), he was
asking them to let the river of divine mercy flow
uninterruptedly in and through them. As
MisericordiaeVultus says, Jesus by his words,
his action, by his entire person revealed the
mercy of God. Now itis the turn of the disciples
to continue the mission.

Every time we feed the hungry, give drink
to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the

the dead (corporal works of mercy), counsel
the doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admonish
sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive offenses,
bear patiently those who do us ll, and pray for
the living and the dead (spiritual works of
mercy), we let the river of mercy flow through
us. So also whenever we denounce corruption,
oppression, injustice and discrimination against
the poor and the weak and work for the
establishment of justice and peace, equity and
harmony, we become authentic disciples of
Jesus.

May Mother Mary, the mirror image of
divine mercy and model of human and Christian
mercy, accompany us with her prayers as we
walk in the footsteps of Jesus!

- M e
L
e

H Raphy Manjaly

stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, bury (Archbishop of Agra)
\ J
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AGRA

CATHEDRAL HOUSE

WAZIRPURA ROAD

AGRA - 282003 U.P. (INDIA)

@: (O) (0562) 2851318, 2526397
</ (P) (0562) 2527208

@7 : archdagra@gmail.com

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
Archbishop of Agra

Date: Feb. 07, 2022

Dear Principals, Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Parish Priests,

At the very outset, | wish to appreciate the hard work put in by the TEAM AGRADIANCE for
bringing out every month an issue, without any failure. I congratulate Rev. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus,
the Editor, and his selfless team.

| request all our Principals, Fathers and Sisters to continue to be generous and supportive of
'‘Agradiance’ by sponsoring it regularly. For your kind reference, a list containing names of Institutions,
each of which is sponsoring 'Agradiance of a particular month, is being attached. Please have a
look at it and check your name.

Secondly; I wish to request all our Parish Priests/Asst. Parish Priests, to kindly collect your copies
regularly from the Reception of the Cathedral House, Agra. Please do not give it freely to anyone
unless you wish to support it from your Parish Fund. Please maintain a diary and appoint someone
(Lay Person/ Sister) to distribute it and collect the money ontime. ' Agradiance' is the Newsletter
of the Archdiocese. If we do not promote and support it, who else will?

Thirdly, most importantly, please keep sending the articles and news fromyour Parish/ Church/
Commissions along with suitable photos, regularly.

May God bless you all!

Your's fraternally in Jesus,

~ —

+ Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop ofAgra)
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Archbishop's House, Wazirpura Road, Agra - 282 003
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E-mail: agradiance @yahoo.com

Schools/Colleges alloted for Sponsorship

Jan St. Mary's Convent School, Agra

Feb St. Francis Inter College, Hathras
Mar  Jesus & Mary School, G. Noida

Apr St. Dominic's Academy, Shikohabad
May  Nirmala Provincialate, G. Noida

June & Christ The King Inter College, Tundla
July

Augt  St. Felix Nusery School, Agra

Sept  St. Clare's Sr. Sec. School, Agra

Oct  St. Peter's Sr. Sec. School, Bharatpur
Nov St. John Paul's School, Fatehabad
Dec St Peter's College, Agra

2023

Jan  Our Lady of Fatima School, Aligarh

Feb  St. Fidelis' St. Sec. School, Aligarh

Mar  St. Joseph's Sr. Sec. School, G. Noida
Apr  St. Theresa's School, Kosikalan

May St. Dominic's School, Mathura

June St. John's Sr. Sec. School, Firozabad
July  St. John's School, UPSIDC, Firozabad
Aug St Joseph's St. Sec. School, Kasganj
Sept  St. Thomas School, Shastripuram, Agra
Oct  St. Anthony's Jr. College, Baluganj, Agra
Nov. St. Francis' Convent School, Ghatia, Agra
Dec. St. Peter's College, Agra

2024

Jan  St. Patrick's Junior College, Agra

April Fatima Hospital, Agra
May Assisi Convent School, Noida
June &

July  St. Conrad's Inter College, Agra

Aug. St.Clare's School, Unit-2, Kaulakha, Agra
Sept  De Paul School, Budaun

Oct. Nirmala Convent School, Bulandshahar
Nov  St. Paul's Mission / School, Chhibramau
Dec St Peter's College, Agra

2025

Jan St Xavier's School, Dholpur

Feb  St. Joseph's Mission / School, Dibyapur
Mar Assisi Convent School, Chamkeri, Etah
Apr  St. Mary's Inter College, Etawah

May &

June  St. Anthony's School, Fatehgarh

July  Ursuline Convent School, Greater Noida
Aug  Fr. Agnel School, Greater Noida

Sept  St. Joseph's School, Jahangirabad

Oct  St. Peter's School, Jaswantnagar

Nov  St. Anthony's Church, Khora

Dec St Peter's College, Agra

Kindly follow the above mentioned order. In
case of any inconvenience, please let us know
in advance.

Feb  St. Francis School, UPSIDC, Agra Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus
Mar UKS VK, Agra Editor
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AGRA

ﬂ CATHEDRAL HOUSE

) N WAZIRPURA ROAD

AGRA - 282 003 LLP. (INDIA)

(E} () _{C’SEE] 2851318, 2526357
(F} (0062) 2527208

B2 - archdagra@gmail.com

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
Archbishop of Agra

DIOCESAN RULES AND REGULATIONS

Days of Obligation:

Canon 1246 prescribes ten days of obligation besides Sundays. In India, Christmas and the Feast of
the Assumption of Our Lady are already observed as days of obligation. Three feasts - the Epiphany
of Our Lord, the Ascension of Our Lord and the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ have been
transferred to Sundays. The other five solemnities: Mary Mother of God, the Immaculate Conception,
St. Joseph, the Apostles Saints Peter and Paul and All Saints are omitted as feast days of obligation in
India. However, devotion to these days is encouraged.

Receiving Holy Communion: Canon 917 says "One who has received the Blessed Eucharist may
receive it again on the same day, only within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person
participates....... " Aperson who assists at two or three Holy Masses a day (e.g. All Souls' Day) can
receive Holy Communion at two or three Holy Masses.

Lenten Observances:

Canon 1249 states that all Christ's faithful are obliged by Divine Law, each in his or her own way, to do
penance. However, so that all may be joined together in a certain common practice of penance, days
of penance are prescribed. Lent is traditionally a time when Christians do penance. This has a specific
value in our spirituality which we should not lose.

The Apostolic Constitution "Paenitemini" of February 27, 1966 reminds parents and others in charge
of children, of their obligation to form them in spirit of penance, and encourage them to fast and to do
penance, in their early age.

Days of Fasting and Abstinence:
Ash Wednesday - March 02, 2022
Good Friday - April 15,2022

Fridays during the year: Fasting is encouraged and abstinence is recommended.

The law of abstinence binds those who have completed their fourteenth year (Can. 1252).

The law of fasting binds those who are major, i.e. from the age of 18 until the beginning of the sixtieth
year (Can. 1252).

Eggs, butter, milk etc. are allowed and may be taken on the days of fast and abstinence. In individual
cases and for valid reasons, the parish priest or priest in charge of souls may dispense from the laws of
fast and abstinence or commute them for some other forms of penance.

F AGRADIANCE ///4 [6] FEBRUARY -2022 ///d




Days of Penance:

Each Friday of the whole year, the entire season of Lent (Can. 1250).

During the season of Advent, penance is recommended.

Since on these days one is no more bound to fast and abstain, a penitential work must substitute them.
Substitution may be one of the following devotional practices and good works or similar ones:
Assisting at Holy Mass out of devotion, Visit to the Church, Receiving Holy Communion. Eucharistic
Adoration, Stations of the Cross, Alms giving - voluntary service, helping the poor, rendering corporal
works of mercy, acts of charity, voluntary option for strict vegetarian food (avoiding fish and eggs as
well), visiting the sick, either at home or in hospitals, reading the Bible or a spiritual book, the Family
Rosary, abstaining from watching television for entertainment, going to the cinema, or smoking, or
alcoholic drinks, bearing sickness or suffering patiently.

Easter Duty:
The time of fulfilling the Easter duty begins from Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on March 02,
2022 and ends on Trinity Sunday, June 12, 2022.

Earmarked Collections:
The following collections for the year 2021 must be made on the days mentioned in all the Churches
and Institutions of the Archdiocese.

13th February : For Holy Childhood Society

14th April : For the maintenance of the Holy See
15th April : For the Holy Land

29th June : For St. Peter's Pence

3rd July : For the Society of Sts. Peter & Paul
23rd October : For Mission Sunday

25th December : For the African Missions

Sundays throughout the Lenten season  : Lenten Campaign against Hunger & Disease
On First Sunday of every month : Seminary Fund

Days for Special Prayers and Functions:

1. Christian Unity Octave January 18-25

2. World Day of the Sick February 11

3. Divine Mercy Sunday April 24

4. Vocation Sunday May 8

5. Girl Child Day September 8

6. Communio India Sunday November 27

All Parish Priests are requested to bring this to the notice of our faithful.
Wishing you a very holy season of Lent.

*H Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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Recollection Talk: Shadows in Priestly Life
(This Monthly Recollection Talk for the Clergy of Agra Archdiocese is prepared by Fr.
Mariyan Lobo, a resident staff in Masih Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur, with the help of some
books, the Holy Bible, Magazines and Talks. It was delivered on Jan. 27, 2022)

Dear
Fathers,
Brothers:
Let us commence this
Recollection talk by invoking
God's presence upon each
one of us: In the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer: Lord, we ask you to fill us with your
Spirit so that we may able to look into our
wounds as signs of growth and learning. Thus,
we may be able to find meanings in our hurtful
memories that leads us to discover true wisdom
that is none other than you our Master and our
Lord. We make this prayer in your name Lord
Jesus. Amen.

Scripture Reading: 25:4-5

A hearty welcome to all of you for this
Recollection! A world-famous author Rutger
Bregman in his very famous book titled
'Humankind a Hopeful History,' narrates the
dialogue between grandfather and a grandson.
The old man tells his grandson, my child, do you
know there are two animals living inside of me.
One is very violent and aggressive; the other is
very calm and gentle. Little child was very curious,
and he asked the question Grand Pa tell me which
among them will win fight?' The old man said the
one you feed. Yes, Dear Brother Priests, this is
about human life and in very particular about our
priestly and religious life. Today I would like to
focus and reflect with you some fundamental
challenges that we are facing in our religious and

Archbishops,
Deacons and

priestly way of life. All of us know how noble
this way of life to priesthood and religious life is?
All of us have chosen it, because of a conviction
that emerged inside of us and total concentration
that we have from the very beginning of our
priestly life to follow Jesus the way, the truth and
the life. And to live in the accordance of principles
and values that he has given to us in and through
the scriptures, traditions of the church, doctrines
of the church and the liturgy of the church.

Are we true to this commitment? Looking at
the digital world and the way things are happening
in and around us, we would be rather eagerly to
know many things are happening with us and
without us not with the accordance to the priestly
or religious principles and that we believe in.
Hence, I would like to give title to this
Recollection talk is 'Shadows in Priestly life'. We
know very well;every shadow diminishes
brightness so to shadows in Priestly or Religious
life diminishes the brightness of our priestly or
religious life itself. We need to see some of those
of things that are affecting our way of life to that
extent very many of us get baffled in our
purposes. Look at the whole world today, look
into our own society, here in India in recent times
attacks on our Christian institutions, false
allegations on Mother Teresa's Sisters in Gujarat,
turning the Shishu Bhavan into Shishu Mandir in
Kanpur, the issue of rejecting the renewal of
FCRI of Mother Teresa's charitable institution,
attempts are made to pass the Anti Conversion
Bill forcefully in the state of Karnataka, On
Christmas night, a statue of Jesus Christ in the
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British-Era Holy Redeemer Church premises in
Ambala Cantonment, was torn down by two
unidentified miscreants and so on. On the other
hand, so many scandalous or immoral issues are
accelerating among the clergy and religious. Are
we not affected by these happenings around us?
Are they not a potential threat to our own
convictions and to our own way of life? Hence
its important invitation to each one of us to reflect
on these shadows of our Priestly or Religious life
today so that we would able to address them
with conviction and courage.

Dear Friends, I would like to place before
you five shadows that can be potentially a danger
for each one of us.

1.Moral Relativism:

It implies there is no absolute truth, there is
no absolute finality. Truth is always subjective. |
decide in accordance with the custom and culture
in which I am living. Hence, I'm not affected by
so called universal truth. Eg. case of abortion in
the world, every individual state or country,
decides for itself a certain law and then
implements it in accordance with the state
policies, but church says, abortion is not
permissible, it's against life, policy of the Church
teachings, it'sagainst God's plan for humanity. As
a consequence, I need to listen to the voice of
the Church in context of my own life. So, to cases
like Euthanasia and many others. People take
subjective decisions about acommon policy of
life. Absolute truth is valid even today. As a
consequence of rejecting the absolute truth that
is God himself, I begin to make kingdoms of my
own. As a consequence I become victim of selfish
subjective desires and designs. Is it not a
challenge for me and for you today? When it
comes to morality, the Church has clear cut
teachings about them, Church says last word

concerning certain moral principles in accordance
with the values set by the book. - the Holy Bible.
We are bound to live it in the context of our life.
So, this shadow of Moral Relativism has got
lasting consequence in the life of each one of us.
what is the consequence of moral relativism? It
leads to a tendency called Activism. What is
Activism? I begin to feel a sense of vacuum within
myself. When I understand the subjective truth
that I held until now has the truth of my life, is not
standing in principle. It's not supporting my belief
system. I begin to falter. I begin to understand
that there is something strange with you. As an
impact, I enter into a sense of activism means
addiction to certain things. Dear Friends, many
of us fall in the category of activism today,
although outwardly, we are not proclaiming vs
moral relativism. Subjectively, very often, moral
relativism creates inside of us, when some of us
become addicted to alcohol, relationships, work,
socialization, power, position, social media,
wealth as a consequence, I need to ask that where
doIstand? AmI victim of’it.?

2. The second shadow of our Priestly life
is 'Individualism':

If you look into the past ancient history of our
own country and the world at large, what is
emphasizedz, collectivism. Look at the joint
family system, of course today they are no more
in existence. Some of them lived in joint family,
had a wonderful experience. we had father,
mother, aunt and aunty, grandparents and
grandchildren, cousins and so on. In this context,
there was a sense of living everyone together,
sharing from the same table and enjoying life with
all. It doesn't mean that there were no difficult
moments, basically, concept of our community
life is based on this aspect of collectivism. In this
context, collectivism means joining together,
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putting hands together and living together. No
chance for individualism. Even, there is a quarrel
between family members, one would stand for
common policy and say that keep it up, it is for
our good and that's way corrections, suggestions,
advises would help them to live together.

Look at our priestly lifeis falling in the trap of
individualism. Dear Brothers, it's one of the
greatest dangers of the modern era where many
of usbecome victims of individualism. Subjective
interests are safeguarded at the cost of common
principles and policies of life. Am I victim of
individualistic tendencies? What are the
consequences of Individualism? Consequence
is over concern for efficiency. What is efficiency?
Efficiency is meant for machines not for human
beings. Human beings are not called to be efficient
but called to be effective. A machine has to be
efficiently working but human person has to work
effectively. Very often, this attitude towards
efficient way of life is leading to unchristian
practices in the context of our priestly life, we
become more and more violent in our approach
to the others, think aboutour institutions. . .when
our principles or policies are not according to
the Christian values, of service, love, and
commitment it becomes merely an institution for
profit making. Are we today effective in our
commitment? The consequence of individualism
is creeping into our ministries, most of us become
efficient people but not at all effective.

3.The third shadow of ourPriestly life is
'Consumerism as a life style':

It's one of the serious threats that all of us
facing in our day today life. when I look around,
look at my own self, we find that there is a
consumeristic attitude is getting developed inside
of us. Everything I evaluate or look at the things
is at Profit mindedness. I want this and I want

that, I think in terms of getting and getting and
not in terms of giving. Look at our life styles, the
qualities of our vehicles, the kind of gadgets, kind
of mindset which we have, are the danger points
for us to evaluate. Consumerism has become one
of the greatest threats for priestly life today. Most
of us have excuses of our own but we need to
really think in this way, are they really the needs
or merely wants. M. Gandhi says "to be happy
we need to limit our wants and address our
needs. It's a great danger lying in front of us if we
are not aware of these Consumeristic tendencies
that we are developing. Our dining tables, food
styles. millions of million people are struggling
around us, the quality of food that we are
privileged to enjoy should challenge us today, why
am | here. I am here to be a missionary to serve
the other. Does it serve the purpose? My life
should be the gospel. Am I proclaiming the
gospel? The consequences of such kind of
consumeristic mindset is 'thirst for Immediate
Results'. People who are so much affected by
personal interest, subjective gaining and personal
involvement in things that affect positively are
always people who look for immediate results.
For an instance, I approach the authority and
say I want to buy a Car today, if you do not
permit me for that I will have my own way of
acting and gossiping around. Are we the people
who are realistic? Many of us fall in the victims
of consumerism and consequent thirst for
immediate results. When things do not happen
according to my wish, my fancies I become angry
to do anything. Dear Brothers, we need to be
aware of this dangerous threat which affects our
priestly life.

4. Wrong notion of Secularism:

It's not the secular concept. Secularism means
that state & religious principles or religious values
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and systems do not mingle with each other. But
they are not merely replacement for atheistic mind
set. Very often, under the umbrella of secularism,
very many of us develop the atheistic mind set.
Every secular state should have just the religious
and moral principles to allow its own countrymen,
citizens to follow the religious values according
to his or her conscience. Its known as Secularism.
It promotes and at the time stands apart. This
kind of secularism is not seen in our world today.
Many of us fall under the atheistic mind set even
being priests and religious today. We follow
political principles without having religious values.
eg. management of a school, we can think a
religious value merely a shadow. But when I get
into my presbyterium or community, I suddenly
become a priest, celebrate Mass, these principles
of celebrating of Mass, living religious values in
the community, they are not practiced in the
context of my ministry, they are merely atheistic
mindset. We should apply religious values and
principles in the context of our ministry. We
religious and priests run schools, colleges and
social centers, humanitarian management only
because we believe in Jesus Christ. We have to
collaborate with the common concerns of our
diocesan policies or policies of the religious
Congregations. We need to evaluate ourselves.
Socrates says; A life which is not evaluated is
not worth living. Are we affected by negative
notions of Secularism?

S. An inclination called to be like
'Bourgeois':

This term emerges from the Medieval French
tradition which means a middle-class family,
which has got its own system of functioning
without getting integrated with any other. Later,
it became a communist manifesto. Marxian
philosophy, high light this Bourgeois mindset,

when the working-class people turning against
the Bourgeois so called the middle class and the
rich. Is it happening today.? Are we Priests or
Religious today becoming Bourgeois in the
context of our commitment? Are we like
politicians, Catholic institutions, ministries that are
entrusted to us? Are we dealing with others with
the sense of kindness and compassion? Even
those people who come into our communities,
into our institutions, seeking for some help from
us. Are we becoming violent or aggressive to
them like bourgeois? We need to see our
ministries are meant for concerns regarding the
people's life. We are here to work for the
humanity, good for the humanity, is to be
encouraged through our very way of life.
Consequence of Bourgeois mindset is 'thirst for
leadership role'. Today we are degraded by the
cheap mentality and by our own secular mindset
without holding up religious principles.

Thus, I have presented before you five kinds
of shadows which we can see in our Priestly life
and its impacts of these shadows which are
happening in our life.

I conclude by quoting the example of Dr.
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, once as he was visiting one
of the schools, interacting with children, a little
girl got up and asked him a question, 'Mr.
President tell me who is a terrorist? Is he an Indian
or a Pakistani?" When I go home my parents tell
me, my child be careful about terrorist, when [
come to the school, teachers tell me my child be
aware about the terrorist. As a President of our
country, tell me, who is a terrorist?' APJ Abdul
Kalam known for his in-depth knowledge, did
not give an immediate answer. Within a short time,
anew book came,titled 'Ignited Minds' in that
book Kalam writes 'in every one of us there is a
terrorist and a saint'. It all depends... whom do
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you allow inside of you?ls it a saint or terrorist?
Evaluating about the various shadows of our
Priestly life ... we need to look into ourselves
and say, Do I permit a terrorist or a saint to live
inside of me? choice is yours.

As we heard from the Scripture through
Prophet Isaiah that God has been a refugee to
the poor, shelter to the needy and shade from
the heat. Thus, same Lord, who has consecrated,
anointed and called us, more over to abide in
Him may also become a life-giving force and may
enable us to spread God's love everywhere.

Amen. - Fr. Mariyan Lobo
Resident Staff, MVP, Agra
-
Where are they

gone?

When I am all alone by myself
And calm and quiet at my heart
I get lost in thoughts and I wonder
With a question "'Where are they gone?'
My beloved parents who lovingly
Brought me to this beautiful world
In the midst of loving Kin and Kith
And showed how much they loved me.
Days passed and months and years as well
Their true love never ceased to flow
Sun or Rain, ill or well, their only
Motto was how to make me grow
I seldom realize that they are no more
I force myself to believe this reality
I think often 'Where are they gone',
Yes, they are gone to that distant
Promised Land
To enjoy with their
beloved Lord forever.
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St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra

ANNUAL SEMINARY DAY
on Sunday, February 27, 2022
Chief Guest:

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
Guest of Honour:

Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza
Solemn Eucharist.............. 7:00 a.m.
Cultural Programme.......... 5:30 p.m.
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The Arbor of God -

Theology of Trees

(A Missing Link between ''Trees'' in the Scripture and Christian Theology)

God Loves Trees -
Other than people and
{ God, trees are the most
mentioned living thing in
the Bible. There are trees
" - ; = in the first chapter of
AR A\ )| Genesis (v 11-12), psalm
io%% ] &,; F; ¥ (Ps 1:3) and Revelation
(22:2) etc. As if to underscore all these trees, the
Bible refers to wisdom as a tree (Prov 3:18).
Every major character and every major theological
event in the Bible has an associated tree. The only
exception to this pattern is Joseph and in Joseph's
case the Bible pays him its highest compliment.
Joseph is a tree (Gen 49:22). In fact, Jeremiah
urges all believers to be like a tree (17:7-8). The
only physical description of Jesus in the Bible
occurs in Isaiah, "Want to recognize the Messiah
when he arrives?" Isaiah asks, "Look for the man
who resembles a little tree growing out of barren
ground” (53:2).

Do you think trees are beautiful? Then you are
ina good company. God loves trees, too. Genesis
2:9 declares that trees are "pleasing to the eye."
This aesthetic standard does not waver throughout
the Bible. Whether God is instructing His people
on how to make candle sticks (Ex 25:31-40),
decorate the corbels of the temple (1 Kings 6) or
hem the high priest's robe (Ex 28:34), the standard
of beauty is a tree (and its fruits). If we were to
examine the most comfortable seat in ahome today,
odds are that it faces a television. In heaven, God's
throne faces a tree (Rev 22:2-3).

In Genesis 2, God makes two things with His
own hands. First, He forms Adam and blows the
breath of life into his nostrils (v 7). Then, before

Adam can exhale, God pivots and plants a garden
(v 8).Itis here, under the trees, that God lovingly
places Adam, giving him the job of "dressing and
keeping" them (v 15, KJV). The trees have their
only divinely established tasks to accomplish. God
charges them with keeping humans alive (Gen
1:29), giving them a place to live (Gen 2:8) and
providing food to sustain them (v 16).

The Disappearing Forest - Scripture
continuously portrays trees as things that
communicate. They clap their hands (Is 55:12),
shout for joy (1 Chr 16:33) and even argue (Jud
9:7-15). What makes this pattern especially odd
is that, creatures that, obviously do communicate
such as fish or birds are virtually mute in the Bible.

Despite the veritable forest of trees in Scripture,
most people today have hardly heard a sermon
on trees. Themes such as like, 'Christ, the Tree of
Life,' "The Tree in God's Court,' "The Cedars of
Lebanon,' "'The Apple Tree in the Woods,' "The
Beauty of the Olive Tree,' "The Sound in the
Mulberry (Balsam) Trees,' 'The Leafless Tree, and
so on. The sacredness of trees have gone missing
from our sermons. If trees were once common
place in sermons and Bible study, they were also
fixtures in Christian literature. If we reach back
over a thousand years to one of the oldest pieces
of English literature, The Dream of the Rood, we
will hear the story of the Passion told from a tree's
point of view. Even in more recent times, Christian
fiction writers like George MacDonald, J. R. R.
Tolkien, and C. S. Lewis have infused their work
with Biblically rooted tree theology.

What explains the increasing absence of trees
from the modern Christian imagination? The
reasons are many and complex, but it most likely
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centers on the resurgence of the first-century
heresy of dualism: God's created world is bad and
only spiritual things reflect the glory of God. One
of the chief flaws with this philosophy is that it
disparages all the things God called "good" in
creation. As Paul said to the Romans, "You are
without excuse for believing in God if you have
been for a walk in the woods. Through nature, we
are confronted with unmistakable evidence of
God's power and glory" (cf. Rom 1:19-20).

The Tree of Life - The problem with subtracting
trees from our theology is that God put them in
the Bible for a reason. There were two types of
trees at the center of the Garden of Eden. One
(the Tree of Life) represented humanity's
connection to the divine and the eternal. The other
(the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil)
represented human agency and possible rebellion.
When Adam and Eve ate from the wrong tree,
they tried to cover up their crime by undressing
the very trees they were charged with "dressing"
(Gen 2:15; 3:7). Their next move was to run and
hide behind them (Gen 3:8). Chapter three of
Genesis concludes with Adam and Eve being
banished from the Garden. What is the Bible, then,
if not a story of God meeting humanity's need for
a Savior to reunite us to the Tree of Life?

Without trees in the Bible, the waters of Marah
would have forever remained bitter (Ex 15:25),
the Giant of Gath would not have been thrown off
his game (1 Sam 17:43) and David would have
missed his call to battle (1 Chr 14:15). Deborah
would have been without a place to judge Israel
(Jud 4:5) and God wouldn't have called His people
to be oaks of righteousness (Is 61:3). There would
have been no almond grove (Luz, renamed Bethel,
means almond tree) for Jacob to fall asleep in and
dream of a wooden ladder that spans the gulf
between heaven and earth (Gen 28:10-19) and

Job wouldn't have uttered his famous line about
trees and resurrection (Job 14:7). Most
importantly, without trees it is impossible to
understand the Fall of Jesus' atoning death. Jesus
spoke about bearing fruit (John 15:8) or instructed
them to dwell in him, as fruit-bearing branches in
alife-giving vine (15:4-6). As Paul put it, believers
are like a branch or scion grafted onto a tree (Rom
11:17-18).

An Investment in Humanity's Future - Those
who plant or protect trees because of their faith
are in good company. Abraham was the first
person in the Bible to plant trees. Scripturally, tree
planting started as an unselfish act of faith. "And
Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba and called
there on the name of the Lord, the everlasting God"
(Gen 21:33, KJV). Today, we understand a tree's
role in the global oxygen, carbon and water cycles.
But all that was unknown to Abraham.
Nonetheless, Abraham's grove is a blessing to all
the families of the world (Gen 12:3). The Old
Testament ends with an admonition to think long
term and to give thanks for those before us.
Perhaps this is another reason why the first psalm
says that the righteous man resembles a tree.

King David danced and shouted for joy when
the ark containing the Bible. He wrote a song of
thanksgiving to celebrate the occasion. The song
looks forward to the second coming of the
Messiah. Even the trees join in the celebration,
"Let the trees of the forest sing, let them sing for
joy before the Lord, for he comes to judge the
earth" (1 Chr 16:33).

The good guys live under, in and around trees.
They value, protect and even talk to trees. Let us
plant trees, that will take a century to grow and
we will try to spread the gospel like there is no
tomorrow.

—Fr. Alok Toppo, DVK, Bengaluru
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How are you faring in LOVE? Measure with 1Cor.13

He decided to divorce
his wife and leave his
o family. While leaving, he
kissed the forehead of his
son and told him, "I love
you." Actually he was
saying, "I love you, but
. ] I love myself more."

The Church at Corinth was the most
problematic Church as revealed in the New
Testament. There was division, growing
immorality, bragging, and pride. They were
suing each other...and yet boasting about their
spiritual giftedness. It was in this context that
St. Paul wrote 1 Cor.13, prophetically testifying
that LOVE is Foundational and is the real
Measurement of one's spiritual maturity.
"If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels,
but do not have love, I am only a resounding

gong or a clanging cymbal."(1 Cor.13:1)
1Cor.13:4-8, for you and for me, is a
thermometer to rate ourselves on the greatest
commandment 'The Commandment of Love'.

LOVEIS PATIENT

He was supposed to fly to Bicol. He asked
his wife, "What is the schedule of our flight?"
She told him the time. On their way to the
airport, he repeated the question to the wife,
"What is the departure time of the flight?"
When the wife checked the ticket again, she
discovered to her horror that the time she had
told him earlier was actually the arrival time and
the departure time was much before it! Now
no matter how fast they drove, it was already
too late!

When they arrived at the airport, they told

him, "Sir, Sorry, the flight left long ago!" Now
this man had every right to get mad at his
wife...but, LOVE IS PATIENT! He gave up
his legitimate right to preach a lecture. He simply
asked the counter, "Is there another flight to
the same vicinity area?" Praise God, there was
another flight, but he had to pay extra as the
destination was different. He called up the
person who was going to fetch them from the
previous destination and informed him about the
change. Remember, PATIENCE is not our
reaction to circumstances or things,
PATIENCE describes our relationship with
other human beings.

LOVE IS KIND

Romans 2:4: "Do you think lightly of the
riches of His KINDNESS and restraint and
patience, not knowing that the kindness of
God leads you to repentance? "Many people
have been attracted to the Kingdom of God
because of the kindness, patience and love of
God's people and not because of theological
arguments, theories or doctrines.

LOVE IS NOT JEALOUS

When someone gets promoted or
appreciated, do we truly feel happy for them?
Romans 12:15 says, "Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn."
Which one is harder? We don't mind weeping
with those who weep, but it's harder for us to
rejoice with those who rejoice.

LOVE IS NOT BOASTFUL, PROUD
OR RUDE
You will notice, many politicians, after they
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build a bridge or a park, they name it after their
own name, though they used peoples' money.
They do so for recognition. True followers of
Jesus do not seek after recognition. They know
that whatever they have or accomplish, it's all
by the grace of God. So, they give all glory and
credit to God.

LOVE DOES NOT DELIGHT IN EVIL
BUT REJOICES WITH THE TRUTH

Everyone has his or her good and bad side.
Love accentuates the positive and minimizes the
negative. It asks us to stop broadcasting the
failures of others and rejoice in their goodness,
as they say, "Love covers a multitude of sins."

LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS (with
patience), BELIEVES ALL THINGS (gives
benefit of doubt), HOPES ALL THINGS
(never gives up on people), ENDURES ALL
THINGS (passes the test). LOVE NEVER
FAILS.

Do you know how pearls are formed inside
oysters? An oyster is soft, tender, and
vulnerable. Without the sanctuary of its shell it
cannot survive. But oysters must open their
shells in order to "breathe" water. Sometimes
while an oyster is breathing, a grain of sand will
enter its shell and become a part of its life from
then on. Such grains of sand cause severe pain,
but an oyster does not alter its soft nature
because of this. It does not become hard and
leathery in order not to feel. It continues to
entrust itself to the ocean, to open and breathe
in order to live. But it does respond.

Instead of ejecting the object or irritant out
(as most humans would try to do), slowly and
patiently, the oyster wraps the grain of sand in
thin translucent layers of a substance secreted
from its own body, until, over time, it has created

something of great value in the place where it
was most vulnerable to its pain. A pearl might
be thought of as an oyster's response to its
suffering. Not every oyster can do this.
Oysters that do are far more valuable than
oysters that do not. Sand is a way of life for an
oyster. If you are soft and tender and must live
on the sandy floor of the ocean, making pearls
becomes a necessity if you are to live well.

The longer the pearl stays in the oyster the
more valuable it becomes. The Pearl to me is
just one more analogy of how LOVE can
take an irritant and turn it into something
priceless.

Friends, as we celebrate the Valentine's Day
this year, let's resolve to grow in TRUE LOVE'
that 1Cor.13 speaks about, and let's endure all
that irritates us in our relationships, until it
becomes a 'PRICELESS PEARL'. May we all
taste the 'GOSPEL LOVE!' that never fails and
that has the power to transform our lives, to
bless our relationships and to bring God the
greatest honor! HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

2022!
Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, G. Noida
DATES TO REMEMBER
FEBRUUARY

03 B.D. Fr. Shajun S.

04 B.D. Fr. Shaji Joseph

07 B.D. Bp Raphy Manjaly

09 B.D. Fr. Praveen Moras

13 B.D. Fr. Siju Pindikanayil

14 O.D. Fr. Dominic George

14 B.D. Fr. Suthesh S.

14 B.D. Bp. Joseph Thykkattil
18 B.D. Fr. Jacob Palamattom
29 O.D. Fr. Sebastian Pantaladi
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LENT: SPRING TIME FOR THE SOUL

On Ash Wednesday we all
gather in the church to mark the
beginning of the forty days' Lenten
observance. It can be rightly
considered a season of 'Spiritual
Refreshing'. The word 'Lent' originally derived
from the old English word "Lencten' which means
'spring'. The liturgical season of Lent, coincides
with spring. Just as nature renews herself every
spring, so too during the church's

spring we are encouraged to \ 'i -
begin new life and growth, the . ,“j '
hope and change that E::: )J
characterized by prayer, ™. ﬂ!

penance and conversion. Lent
is a period marked by
melting, warming and
growing. Those frozenor
unnecessary habits that lead
us away from our relationship
with the Lord need slowly melting in
order to enter transformed life.

The number forty is very significant because
Jesus wrestled with Satan for forty days in the
wilderness before the beginning of his active
ministry. We are to bring into action, the tasks of
the season, to prepare for a grace filled life that
would follow from Easter. On Palm Sunday the
very threshold of his death and resurrection, our
Lord assured his followers that "unless the grain
of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit" (John 12,
24). We eagerly come forward to renew our
baptism during this Lenten spring, joyfully dying
to self in order to become a fruitful grain of wheat.

Spring is the most important season for a
farmer, to determine what crops he/she will plant

-

to produce an abundant crop so also Lent is an
occasion for every Christian to set a goal, chase
it throughout the year and achieve it.

Itis not sufficient mere disengagement from
the old ways but require a staunch faith and bold
decision to disconnect ourselves from destructive
life. Our initiatives to thwart from sinful paths can
sustain only through determination, commitment
and will power. Today certain occurrences in the
church make us to think that satanic influences
and inclinations are on the rise endangering
the lives of the priests, religious and

laity, from being faithful to Christ
and his teachings. The destructive
patterns surfacing today in
the church urged the Pope
Francis to warn everyone
against such evil forces
inflicting the church.
Lent is not only an
appropriate time to feel
shame for the acts of defecting others life through
ungodly acts but also to make a strong resolution
not to snatch the peace of others to satisfy once
own ego. Let us invest our time and energy to
rejuvenate life and make constant effort to stand
firm even during all odds. Today there is an urgent
need to propagate fearlessly the only agenda of
Jesus which embraces everyone towards the path
of peace, unity and service. Our continuous
attempt to counter the worldly forces will not go
in vain if we unitedly set out to fight back. Interior
spring time definitely will take place through a
personal disposition from one's side to receive
the blessing of our Lord.

Fr. Alwyn Pinto
St. Joseph's Sr. Sec. School, G. Noida
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40 DAYS AND 40 PLANS FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH

As we are going to begin Lent season. Let's pat some extra effort to make this Lent fruitful.
So, here I suggest 40 days and 40 plans for Spiritual Enlightenment.
Day-01 02 March Ash Wednesday (fasting and praying Mercy Rosary)
Day-02 03 March Read one chapter from the Gospel of St. John (Ch.19)
Day-03 04 March Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-04 05 March Donate something to needy or go for blood donation
Day-05 06 March Make a Jericho Walk or go for a pilgrimage
Day-06 07 March Remain silent whole day (experiencing peace)
Day-07 08 March Help others (do something charitable)
Day-08 09 March Night vigil (if possible spend at least 3 hours at night)
Day-09 10 March Work in field - do some work in garden
Day-10 11 March Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-11 12 March Visit old age home, orphan house
Day-12 13 March Take part in Eucharist celebration and offer something to the Church
Day-13 14 March Avoid social media for a day (What'sapp, face book etc.)
Day-14 15 March Write a beautiful letter to God for His love
Day-15 16 March Read a chapter from St. Matthew (Ch. 27)
Day-16 17 March Clean your surrounding (work as much as you can)
Day-17 18 March Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-18 19 March Praise at least 10 people you meet (smile, share)
Day-19 20 March Take part in Eucharist celebration
Day-20 21 March Use public transport, use cycle or go walking
Day-21 22 March Watch 'Passion of Christ' movie
Day-22 23 March Spend at least one hour with nature (nature meditation)
Day-23 24 March Visit hospital or sick people in you parish
Day-24 25 March Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-25 26 March Community Rosary (gather at least 5 people to pray the Rosary)
Day-26 27 March Take part in Eucharist celebration
Day-27 28 March Avoid watching TV for today
Day-28 29 March Visit Blessed Sacrament - spend at least one hour (pray for our nation)
Day-29 30 March Today be kind, loving, no complaint, no argument with anybody
Day-30 31 March Write a letter or thankyou note those who have helped us in our life
Day-31 01 April  Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-32 02 April  Visit bookshop, buy some spiritual books and read
Day-33 03 April  Take part in Eucharist celebration
Day-34 04 April Do personal Rosary 3 times a day
Day-35 05April  Bring some gifts for your parents and loved ones
Day-36 06April  Pray for your family, parish, friends etc
Day-37 07 April  Practice any one virtue this entire day (helping, smiling, be kind, loving)
Day-38 03 April  Way of the Cross (Fasting)
Day-39 09April  Read any one Saint's story and try to imbibe the qualities of that saint
Day-40 10April  Spend little time in personal prayer.
Bro. Dabre Swapnil, Regent - St. Theresa's Church, , Kosikalan (Mathura)
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Essay Writing Competition Prize Winners

On the occasion of the Holy Father's initiative of "Towards a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission", an essay writing competition was organized in the Archdiocese of Agra.
In all categories, we received thirty eight essays. Here below is the list of the prize winners.
Congratulations to all the winners and the participants. Thanks to all the Parish Priests for their
support. The winners of First, Second and Third positions will be awarded Rs. 1000/-, Rs. 700/-
and Rs. 500/- each respectively along with certificates. All the other participants will be awarded a

Certificate of Participation each. Thank you!

CATEGORY 1 - AGE 10 TO 15, ENGLISH

Posn.Name Parish
I Ann Riya Babu St. Peter's, Kiraoli
1I Jovina Joshi St. Theresa's, Kosikalan
III  Irene Jijo St. Joseph's, G. Noida
CATEGORY 1 - AGE 10 TO 15, HINDI
Posn.Name Parish
I Priya Cathedral, Agra
CATEGORY 2 - AGE 16-21, ENGLISH
Posn.Name Parish
I Nikhil Singh Rosary Parish, Bastar
II Abith B. Thomas, St. Thomas', Sikandra
III Devina Lamba St. Mary's, Agra
CATEGORY 2 - AGE 16-21, HINDI
Posn.Name Parish
I Megha Mathew St. Mary's, Agra
I Gracy Wales  St. Mary's, Agra
CATEGORY 3 - AGE 22 AND ABOVE,
ENGLISH
Posn.Name Parish
I Ashleen Wilson Cathedral, Agra
I Neetu Woodward, Holy Family, Tundla
IIT  RobinSamuel Holy Family, Tundla
Cons Bro. Swapnil Dabre, St. Theresa's, Kosi
CATEGORY 3 - AGE 22 AND ABOVE,
HINDI
Posn.Name Parish
I Jhonson Janebius, St. Thomas', Sikandra
I Sindhu Thomas, St. Joseph's, G. Noida
I JuliaAnthony St. Thomas', Sikandra
Cons Rose Sharma St. Thomas', Sikandra

CATEGORY - PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS
Posn.Name Parish
I Sr. Sofia, fsj Holy Family, Tundla
II Sr. Maria Francy, fcc, St. Xavier's, Etah
IIT  Sr. Susheela R. cfmss, Cathedral, Agra
Cons Sr. Joanita F. fs St. Fidelis', Aligarh
Fr. Jacob Palamattom

I am a Christian!

When I say that "I am a Christian," I am not
shouting that " am clean living." I'm whispering
"I was lost, but now I'm found and forgiven."

When 1 say "1 am a Christian," I don't speak
of this with pride. I'm confessing that I stumble
and need Christ to be my guide.

When I say "l am a Christian," I'm not trying
to be strong. I'm professing that I'm weak and
need His strength to carry on.

When I say "I am a Christian," I'm not
bragging of success. I'm admitting 1 have failed
and need God to clean my mess.

When I say "I am a Christian," I'm not
claiming to be perfect. My flaws are far too
visible, but God believes I am worth it.

When I'say "I am a Christian," I still feel the
sting of pain. I have my share of heartaches, so
I call upon His name.

When I say [ am a Christian," I'm not holier
than thou. I'm just a simple sinner who received
God's good grace, somehow!

Courtesy: Smt. Vatsala Prabhakar

(President, Sadbhavana, Agra)
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Saint of the Month

St. Blaise
Feast Day : 3 February

Saint Blaise was the
Bishop of Sebastea and
adoctor. The first known
record of the saint's life
comes from the medical
writings of Aétius
Amidenus, where he is
recorded as helping with
patients suffering from
Ob] ects stuck in their throat. Many of the
miraculous aspects of St. Blaise's life are written
of 400 years after his martyrdom in the "Acts of
St. Blaise."

Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer
then, eventually, became a "physician of souls."
He then retired to a cave, where he remained in
prayer. People often turned to Saint Blaise for
healing miracles.

In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of
Lesser Armenia, Agricola, arrested then-bishop
Blaise for being a Christian. On their way to the
jail, awoman set her only son, who was chocking
to death of a fish bone, at his feet.

Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola
was amazed, he could not get Blaise to renounce
his faith. Therefore, Agricola beat Blaise with a
stick and tore at his flesh with iron combs before
beheading him.

In another tale, Blaise was being led to the
prison in Sebastea, and on the way came across
a poor old woman whose pig had been stolen
by a wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf return the
pig, which it did -alive and uninjured - to the
amazement of all.

When he reached Sebastea, the woman came

to him and brought two fine wax candles in an
attempt to dispel the gloom of his darkened cell.

In the Middle Ages, Blaise became quite
popular and his legend as a beast tamer spread.
He was then referred to as the "saint of the wild
beast."

Many German churches are dedicated to
Saint Blaise, sometimes called Saint Blasius.

In Great Britain, the village of St. Blazey got
its name from Saint Blaise, and a church dedicated
to the saint can be found in Decon Hamlet of
Haccombe, near Newton Abbot.

There is a Saint Blaise's Well in Kent, and the
water is believed to have medicinal properties.
A Blessing of the Throats ceremony is held every
February 3 at Saint Etheldreda's Church in
London and Balve, Germany.

A Catholic middle school was named after
Saint Blaise in Bradford, West Yorkshire. The
name was decided upon when the link between
Bradford and the woolen industry was connected
to the way St. Blaise was martyred: with wool
comb.

Saint Blaise is often depicted holding two
crossed candles in his hand, or in a cave with
wild animals. He is also often shown with steel
combs. The similarity of the steel combs and the
wool combs made a large contribution to Saint
Blaise's leadership as the patron saint of wool
combers and the wool trade.

Blaise is venerated as a saint in the Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox, and Oriental Orthodox
churches and is the patron saint of wool combers
and throat disease. In the Latin Church, his feast
falls on 3 February; in the Eastern Churches, on
11 February. According to the Acta Sanctorum,
he was martyred by being beaten, attacked with
iron combs, and beheaded.

Courtesy: Fr. Vineesh Joseph, Mathura
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73rd Republic Day celebrated in
St. Lawrence Seminary

Agra 26th January We, the inmates of SLS
Agra celebrated 73rd Republic Day with
traditional solemnity. The day began with the Holy
Mass where we prayed for our beloved country,
peace and harmony.

Later we had National Flag hosting by our
Chief Guest Rev. Sr. Juliet, Superior of PSOL
community, Baluganj. Agra. We sang the national
song and paid tribute to our leaders. Rev. Sr.
Juliet in her powerful speech stressed upon
patriotism and urged us to keep the legacy of
our freedom fighters alive.

We, later gathered in our cultural hall and had
some light programme. Our friends sang two
patriotic songs. Bro. Ashlin Simon delivered a
powerful speech on "Love your Nation". Sweets
were distributed to sweeten the festivity.

Little later, some of us went to participate in
another Republic Day Function held at Markaj
Sabri Masjid, Agra Club where we sang some
patriotic songs. Sweets and food were served to

all. - Bro. Suman Toppo
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Feast of St. Claudine Thevenet celebrated
with traditional joy and festivity

jl-:@ :. . I . ¥ ! L o o
Agra, 3 Feb. The Annual Feast of St.
Claudine Thevenet was celebrated with a lot of
joy and happiness in our St. Anthony's Convent,
Mall Road, Agra Cantt. The day commenced
with the thanksgiving holy Eucharist. Rev. Fr.
Eugene Moon Lazarus, Spiritual Director along
with Rev. Fr. Prakash D'Souza, Rector of St.
Lawrence Minor Seminary and Rev. Fr. John
Ferreira offered the solemn Mass.

Sr. Pratima gave a lovely introduction of the

Liturgy. Fr. Moon in his homily spoke on life and
mission of Mother Claudine. He also said that
every religious of Jesus & Mary is called to follow
the foot steps of her Foundress in her utter
poverty and reching out the poor and needy.
Brothers from the Seminary conducted the
meldious square.

After the Holy Mass, the all gathred in the
refectory to wish each other happy feast. Then
we all enjoyed sumptous breakfast prepared by
Meera Didi and Alice Didi. Jyoti Didi served us
happily.

Later, we had one more Holy Mass for our
Catholic teachers and students offered by Rev.
Fr. Prakash Rodriguez, Asstt. Parish Priest. After
the Mass we conducted some interesting
programs. i.e. sports, musical chair, quiz, games
etc. in honour of our Foundress. The winners
were over joyed on receiving prizes. Then along
with 'Asha Kiran' children about 150 children
from neighbouring areas enjoyed the festive lunch.
At about 3 p.m. children left the campus with
sweet memories of the Feast Day.

Sr. Pratima Tirkey, RJM

A Day of Double Celebration
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Agra 7th February. It will always be a day of
double joy in the annals of Archdiocese and this
will be written in golden letters. His Grace Most
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Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly celebrated his 64th
Birthday. His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Albert
D'Souza (Archbishop Emeritus of Agra)
celebrated his Episcopal Ordination Anniversary.
To celebrate the dual joy, a concelebrated
solemn thanksgiving Eucharist was offered in the
Cathedral Church. Both Archbishops along with
Rev. Fr. Bhaskar Jesuraj (Vice Chancellor) and
many priests from the Cathedral compound
offered the Holy Mass. Religious Sisters,
Brothers and parishioners attended the Mass.
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly was the main
celebrant. His Grace Dr Albert D' Souza gave
reflection on the life and mission of Saint Gonzalo
Garcia, second Patron Saint of Archdiocese

Archbishop Dr. Raphy Manjaly urged us to pray
for the Shepherds. Rev. Sr. Pauline FS lead the
prayers of the faithful.

After the Holy Mass a short felicitation
programme was held in the Church itself. Both
Archbishops were presented with bouquet and
honoured with shawls. The congregation wished
them. The sweets were distributed to all present.

Later, Fathers gathered in the refectory where
cake was cut by both Archbishops amidst
clapping and singing of songs. Thus, once the
wishing routine started, it went on for the whole
day till late evening. Then, we had a quiet and
simple dinner. May God bless our both
Shepherds. -Fr. Viniversal D'Souza

Archdiocese At A Glance)

Christmas Celebration in Dholpur
- W
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On 12th December 2021 A Christmas Quiz
was conducted under the leadership of Fr.
Eusebio Gomes for the parishioners of Our Lady
of Pilar Church, Dholpur. The 1st prize was
bagged by Sr. Suguna Mendem, 2nd prize by
Ms. Serra Pereira and 3rd prize by Mrs. Lissy
Sabu.

On 16th and 17th December the parish youth
members organized carol singing in the homes of
the parishioners and the people of other
denominations. The melodious carols with the

guitar beat by Fr. Alfredo Rodrigues and the
prayers done for the families by the priests put
everyone into the mood of Christmas celebration.
On 18th December the parish organised
Christmas Program for the inmates of the District
Jail. A Christmas Play depicting the birth of
Christ was enacted by the parish team. About
350 inmates including Jailors were served pastries
as Christmas gifts. On 19th December, Sunday
a Christmas program was organized for our
Hindus neighbours living around the Church. A
Christmas tableau directed by Fr. Eusebio
Gomes was staged conveying the message of
peace and love. The games conducted by Goan
residential staff added excitement to the program.
On IstJanuary 2022 New Year Day, sports were
organized by the parish for the neighbouring
children. About 150 children enjoyed various

games.
-Fr. Eusebio Gomes SFX, Dholpur
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Bennis weds Glaria, 23 Jon 2027
Lest we forgel...

Waomen Empowerment..,

Happy Birthtdayg,
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